Narch 22, 1984 LB 1127

nysel f for el oquence, for style, for whatever it takes to
open your hearts and your mnds to do what | think is right
by the children in this state. LB 1127 is a bill that if
passed in its current form will| adversely affect the sick
poor, in our state. | say before we pass the bill inits
current form let's take care of one little problemthat
twenty-one other jurisdictions in our country have taken
care of and that is to extend Nedicaid coverage to sick
children in needy two-parent famlies. | say, let's do that
not necessarily as an act of charity, as an act of nercy, as
an act of kindness, but rather, but rather out of those
humani tari an i npul ses that notivate every |ast one of us as
l egislators and as citisens of Nebraska. There is something
that we cannot do. We cannot allow a child who is born to a
poor famly, who is born to a poor famly to grow up w thout
essential medical care because to the extent that we allow
that to be done, we tolerate sufferingin alittle child; to
the extent that we allow that to be done, we are prepared
ultimately to pay the price through our Crippled Childrens'
Services Program through our retardation programs, and
through our institutional care programs. To the extent that
we don't take the tine and invest the small anmount of noney
required to give every child in our society an equal chance,
an equal chance to growup in health, youand I fail. We
absolutely fail. And that is sonething that we should not
continence nor pernmt. This is a small amendnent. This
amendnent, if passed, will cost the state $1, 050, 000 next
year, and the federal government $1.4 nillion next year for
a total price tag of $2.5 mllion to make certain that the
little children 1n our society who have the m sfortune of
growi ng up in an inpoverishedhousehold will at |east have
access to nedical services. And what will that access
bring? If a child goes in to a doctor's office for the
checkup that is allowable under the Naiicaidprogramand if
that doctor's office discovers that that child has a hearing
probl em that hearing problemcan be rectified now so that
that child will not sPend his first two or three years in
school not hearing all the words of the teacher, 'not heing
wel | educated and ultimtely beconming disaffected with
school i ng and dropping out. And you know the price of that
Early Periodi c Di agnostic Screening and Testing %r ogrami s
$20. " $20. That 1s about the price that a | obbyist pays
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